
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1868 October 1, 1998
power by Tennessee public officials. This in-
vestigation resulted in the conviction of sixty-
five state officials in U.S. District Court. He is
also credited with forming the Violent Crimes
Task Force in 1994, a successful partnership
of six federal, state, and local law enforcement
agencies.

In 1996, Mr. Purser received both the FBI
Medal of Valor, the organization’s highest
award to acknowledge bravery and courage,
and the FBI Star, the equivalent of a Purple
Heart, for his intervention in an attempted car
jacking and kidnaping that occurred in 1984. A
fugitive on the FBI’s ‘‘Ten Most Wanted’’ list
was killed during the incident.

In an age where character and courage are
often overlooked, I would like to commend my
fellow Tennessean, and good friend since our
university days, on his years of outstanding
service to the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and our nation. I applaud him for pursuing jus-
tice, no matter the cost.

Mr. Purser’s leadership skills have benefited
his agency, and the people of Tennessee. He
has served as an example of fortitude to his
peers and his family. I wish him the best in his
retirement from the FBI.
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Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-

gratulate the Church of St. Therese of the Lit-
tle Flower in Reno, Nevada, on the milestone
achievement of its Golden Jubilee. Today, Oc-
tober 1st, marks fifty years of the Church’s
service to Nevadans. Today is also the
Church’s celebration of the Feast of St. The-
rese of the Little Flower.

This rare occasion will be celebrated with a
special Mass, complete with fifty years of
church music, and a banquet. The Mass is a
beautiful and fitting way to intertwine its rich
tradition of history, family, music, prayer, wor-
ship, thanksgiving, and most of all, reverence
to God.

While I was growing up in Reno, the Little
Flower Church occupied much smaller quar-
ters. Today, the church is among the most
modern structures in Reno, and is a widely
recognized landmark in its southeast neighbor-
hood. And, like a beautiful flower, the parish
has blossomed to 3,500 families. The Church
of the Little Flower’s congregation is diverse
and welcoming, reflecting Reno’s tremendous
population growth in the last twenty years.

Little Flower Church is the focal point for
quality education for the local children and a
variety of ministries to help the sick, elderly,
and inmates at the Washoe County Jail. Truly,
Little Flower Church is dedicated to the spir-
itual and physical needs of all people.

I would also like to congratulate the pastor
of the Little Flower Church, the Very Reverend
Robert Bowling, on his remarkable twenty-four
years of selfless service to this parish. Father
Bowling has guided the Little Flower Church
through its growth period. Because of his hard
work and strong guidance at Little Flower, he
has the admiration, support, love, and respect
of the entire community.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in wishing the parish of the Church of St. The-

rese of the Little Flower all the best on this
very important day.
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Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, my com-
munity is in mourning. We are saddened by
the passing of Roland Manteiga, one of the
most prolific, influential and admired chron-
iclers of politics and history in my hometown
of Tampa.

For decades, you could count on walking
into La Tropicana in the morning and at lunch
and seeing Roland dressed in his trademark
white suit sitting at his private table chatting
with leaders of our community. Without fail, he
always knew what was going on in Tampa
politics and he faithfully shared it with his
readers every week in his newspaper, La
Gaceta. His ‘‘As We Heart It’’ column was a
must read for thousands. If you wanted to
know the pulse of the town, you read Roland.

The passion for the news business grabbed
Roland early and hooked him. As a young
boy, he started working for the paper his fa-
ther, Victoriano, started in 1922. Except for his
distinguished service in World War II, he spent
his life at the paper and became its owner
when his father died in 1982. He transformed
the paper into the only trilingual weekly news-
paper in the country. In addition to political
news, Roland’s paper was the voice of the
Latin community and reported on it better than
anyone. La Gaceta thoroughly documented
the story of the immigrants who came to
Tampa and contributed so much to the fabric
of our community.

Roland’s work won him many awards and
recognitions, including Citizen of the Year and
Hispanic Man of the Year. But typical of his
self-effacing style, he always downplayed his
importance to our town. His genteel manner
made him equally as comfortable with presi-
dents and governors as he was with store
clerks and construction workers. And that’s
just one of the qualities that endeared him to
so many people.

I think Ferdie Pacheco, the ‘‘Fight Doctor,’’
summed up Roland’s contributions to our com-
munity best when he wrote, ‘‘Years from now,
when we are all gone, the historians will know
exactly how we were and who we were be-
cause of the lifetime of dedicated work of one
man.’’

Mr. Speaker, I know I speak for everyone at
home when I say that we will miss our dear
friend, Roland. May he rest in peace.
f
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Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, during our lives
we may be privileged to meet people who
make a difference, people who believe that it
is far more important to accomplish something

for the community than to accomplish some-
thing for themselves. We have been most for-
tunate to have been the beneficiaries of two
extraordinary gentlemen, who just happen to
be father and son—Hans Jeppesen, Sr., and
Hans Jeppesen, Jr. Since 1954, these two
men have been the heart and soul of Bay
Health Systems, a leading and outstanding
health care provider within my District. They
are being honored on October 4 with the dedi-
cation of the Jeppesen Radiation Oncology
Center at Bay Health Systems.

Hans Christian Jeppesen became the leader
of General Hospital in 1954. He worked to
make sure that General Hospital was the best
source of health care until a merger with
Mercy Hospital in 1972, creating Bay Medical
Center. Having instilled a vital sense of con-
fidence and capability in his employees, Hans
Jeppesen established a standard of care and
competence that was a model for others in the
health care community. He passed away in
1973.

His son, Hans Jeppesen, II, began his ca-
reer in health care as an administrative resi-
dent in 1964 at Wellborn Baptist Memorial
Hospital in Evansville, Indiana, and first came
professionally to Bay City in 1966. After terms
as Assistant and Associate Administrator, he
rose to Executive Vice President of Bay Medi-
cal Center in 1973, and to President in 1975.
Since 1986, he as been President of Bay
Health Systems, the parent company for Bay
Medical Center, Bay Health Care, Bay Medical
Services, Bay Medical Foundation, and Bay
Special Care. He is credited with overseeing
the merger of Bay Medical Center with Samar-
itan Hospital in 1979, and in 1988 with Bay
Osteopathic Hospital, a very rare occurrence
of the merger of four hospitals.

The community has also benefited from his
willingness to work with many organizations.
In particular, his concern for young people and
women has made him a leader in Junior
Achievement, Big Brothers, YMCA Youth Pro-
grams, and the Bay County Women’s Center.
He has been an outstanding role model for his
five children, Jeff, Mary, Hans, Karen, and
Niels, and his two grandchildren, Madeline
and Meredith.

With two lifetimes of dedication, it is most
fitting that the Radiation Oncology Center bear
the name ‘‘Jeppesen’’, as a symbol of caring,
excellence, and accomplishment. Mr. Speaker,
I urge you and all of our colleagues to join me
in celebration of the Jeppesen Radiation On-
cology Center at the Bay Heatlh Systems
West Campus.
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Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Anthony (Tony) Moceri. The
International Brotherhood of Boilermakers
Local 363 in Belleville, Illinois is naming their
new hall for Tony Moceri.

Tony Moceri is a great union member. He
earned his union card in San Francisco and
was initiated into Lodge 363 in 1942. Tony
was a dedicated, hardworking member until
his retirement in 1984. Mr. Moceri was elected
Lodge Assistant Business Agent in 1963 and
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moved to Business Manager in 1966—a posi-
tion he held for nearly twenty years. Under Mr.
Moceri’s leadership, an apprenticeship pro-
gram was developed. This program, initiated
by Mr. Moceri in 1974, has proven extremely
successful.

Mr. Moceri was on the State Boiler Board
and the Building Trades Committee. He also
had the honor and distinction of serving on
Senator Percy’s Labor Task Force Committee.

Tony Moceri has been married to his wife,
Vera, for 44 years.

I would like for my colleagues to give spe-
cial recognition in honor of Local 363 naming
their new facility for Tony Moceri.
f
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, earlier this week

on Monday September 28, the Congressional
Human Rights Caucus held a briefing for
members of this body on international child
labor issues. Child labor has traditionally been
among the most difficult and troubling of the
human rights issues that we deal with. The
problem is the greatest in those countries
where poverty and lack of economic oppor-
tunity are the greatest. Furthermore, the ex-
tensive use of child labor only perpetuates that
cycle of poverty by limiting the opportunity for
these working children to attend school and
gain the education they need to improve their
situation.

Developing countries, in their struggle to im-
prove their national economic and social con-
ditions, often have failed to deal with the trag-
edy of child laborers. The International Labor
Organizations (ILO) has estimated that some
250 million children between the ages of five
and fourteen are working in developing coun-
tries around the world. Some 61 percent of
this total, nearly 153 million children, are found
in Asia alone.

To alleviate the grinding poverty and eco-
nomic hardships that they face, many families
in developing countries submit children to
some of the worst forms of child labor such as
exposure to extremely hazardous work, slave-
like conditions, prostitution, pornography, and
other intolerable situation. Often child victims
of this practice never learn to read or write at
all, and upon reaching adulthood these chil-
dren can only past the legacy of poverty, illit-
eracy, and hardship to their own children.

Mr. Speaker, in recent years, with the strong
support of our Department of State and our
Department of Labor, efforts have been made
to raise awareness of this serious problem. In
1992 the ILO initiated the International Pro-
gram on the Elimination of Child Labor to work
toward the progressive elimination of child
labor. These efforts must be encouraged.

Mr. Speaker, at the briefing of the Congres-
sional Human Rights Caucus, Kathie Lee
Clifford, who was accompanied by her hus-
band, Frank Gillord, made an excellent state-
ment on this issue of child labor. I ask that her
statement be placed in the RECORD, and I
urge my colleagues to give thoughtful attention
to her views.

STATEMENT OF KATHIE LEE GIFFORD

In the past two and half years I have
learned a great deal about sweatshops and
child labor—enough to make me physically
ill and at many times brokenhearted. I have
learned that all it takes to create a sweat-
shop environment is one greedy, unethical
person and one desperate one. While it seems
that solutions of the past have done little to
combat labor abuses, I’ve also learned that if
the various groups represented here work to-
gether, unified by the mandate that we must
end these horrible conditions, we could ac-
complish a great deal.

When I was accused personally of being in-
volved in labor abuses I was stunned. How
could anyone possibly believe I could run a
sweatshop? (1) I don’t manufacture anything;
(2) I don’t own a factory; (3) I don’t pay any-
one to manufacture anything; and (4) I have
an iron-clad contract that specifically states
nothing can be manufactured with my name
on it in an abusive manner. But, then I
learned how easy it is for someone to exploit
the system, ignore the compliance agree-
ment, and profit from the misery of hard-
working, vulnerable people—even children. I
was angry and resolved it do whatever I
could to do something about it.

Although I’m an endorser, a licensor of my
trademark—and not the manufacture of
goods—I promised that if, and whenever I
discovered that any goods bearing my name
were made in a factory with abusive condi-
tions, either these conditions would be cor-
rected or nothing with my name would con-
tinue to be made in that factory. I hired a
reputable worldwide firm of independent
monitors to inspect the factories so that I
would learn their working conditions. When
unfair working conditions are discovered we
give the factory one chance to rectify the
problem. If the conditions are not corrected,
we take away our business. In the case of
child labor abuses we do not allow a second
chance—one time and the factory’s out. This
monitoring program will continue so long as
I lend my name to any goods or products.

I learned about and campaigned for legisla-
tion on the Federal, State and local levels to
address working conditions. I’m here to sup-
port legislation such as the ‘‘Young Amer-
ican Workers Bill of Rights Act’’ and the
‘‘Children’s Act for Responsible Employ-
ment.’’ These acts must promptly be passed
by Congress. In Congressman LANTOS’ words,
‘‘We have neither the time nor the luxury to
debate whether this is a child labor prob-
lem.’’ But I’ve also learned that legislation
alone will not solve the problem: We need
the concerted effort of Government, manu-
facturers, unions and human interest organi-
zations. I know that these groups, while sup-
porting many of the same ideas, sometimes
disagree on means and methods of accom-
plish their goals. We must continue to work
together, to enact and enforce laws; but also
to educate consumers—these are the ‘‘new
solutions for child labor abuses.’’

I truly appreciate being asked to appear
before you today. I am here as the mother of
two small children from whom I hope to
leave a legacy of hard work, sacrifice, fair-
ness and a determined commitment to make
this world a better place for all children, es-
pecially children less blessed than my own. I
realize that in certain ways my name has be-
come synonymous with the term ‘‘sweat-
shop.’’ That as been painful to me both per-
sonally and professionally, and yet I have al-
ways felt that all things work together for
good for those who love God and are called
according to his purpose. I find comfort and
hope in this promise from the Scriptures—
that indeed my struggle will result in aiding
all of your efforts to end the very real and
heartbreaking struggle of millions of vulner-
able children around the world.

There are many other celebrity endorsers
lending their good names of products manu-
factured throughout the world. I believe each
of them has a moral responsibility to take
whatever steps possible to ensure the integ-
rity of their products. A contract with
strong language is simply not enough. I en-
courage them to hire, at their own expense a
reputable independent monitoring service
and use their public platform to educate con-
sumers and pressure their manufacturers to
comply with all ethical and legal standards.

None of us can ignore the use of child
labor. Today, in this room, there are Mem-
bers of Congress and representatives of
human rights organizations, unions and gov-
ernment and private citizens like myself.
Let us together be a voice for those who can-
not speak for themselves. Comfortable in our
privileged world, we cannot hear the cries of
the children chained to a life of abuse, but
our silence at the injustices they suffer is
deafening to the ears of God.

Perhaps we can put a face on child labor by
substituting our own children with the face-
less children we only know as statistics.
Today when you go to dress your six-year-
old, stop to think of that six-year old being
snuck into the back of a sweatshop to work
long hours, cutting and sewing clothes they
could never afford. Today when you watch
your seven-year-old run back and forth on a
soccer field, think of that seven-year-old sit-
ting in a sweltering factory making that soc-
cer ball he will never have a chance to play
with. And today when you shoot baskets
with your eight-year-old, think of the eight-
year-old who sewed those sneakers and who
will never, every jump for joy. Think of your
own children and think of all the children all
over the world who are being denied a child-
hood because of others’ greed and our own
indifference.

Each of us has a responsibility and an op-
portunity. Our responsibility is to make the
world a better place for these children to live
and work in. Our opportunity is now for new
solutions for child labor abuses; to enact
laws like the ‘‘Young American Workers Bill
of Rights Act’’ and the ‘‘Children’s Act for
Responsible Employment’’ to join together
to form a powerful alliance of caring individ-
uals who refuse to support companies that
utilize child labor; and finally, to pray for all
the children of the world that someday they
may enjoy a life in the sunshine, breathing
fresh air and laughing with a joy that can
only come from knowing that they are loved
and that they are precious just like our own
children.

Perhaps the most important thing I have
learned about this issue is that sweatshops
operators are counting on one thing—that
you don’t care how your products are made.
These children are counting on something
very different—that you do care, especially
when they’re made by children. Together
through our efforts and the work of this Con-
gressional Human Rights Caucus, let’s prove
the children are right and let’s make the un-
speakable shame of abusive child labor a
thing of the past.

f
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Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of H.R. 4646, a bill
allowing pharmacies to purchase drugs for
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